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Background
The European Semester for economic policy coordination provides the framework for the coordination 
of economic policies across the European Union. It allows EU Member States and the European 
Commission to discuss and coordinate economic and budgetary plans, as well as to monitor progress, 
at specific times throughout the year.

Since the outset of the financial crisis, the European Parliament and EU National Parliaments are called 
upon to take an active role in the European Semester, thus reinforcing democratic accountability. For 
instance, Recital 16 of EU Regulation on “strengthening of the surveillance of budgetary positions” reads, “while taking 
into account the legal and political arrangements of each Member State, national parliaments should be duly involved in the European 
Semester and in the preparation of stability programmes, convergence programmes and national reform programmes in order to increase 
the transparency and ownership of, and accountability for the decisions taken as set out in” (EU Regulation No 1175/2011).

The inter-institutional co-operation framework between the European Parliament and National 
Parliaments has evolved in the last years, in particular, through the European Parliamentary Week 
and the Inter-parliamentary Conference on Stability, Economic Coordination and Governance in the 
European Union (so called “Art. 13 Conference”).These annual events bring together Parliamentarians 
from all over the European Union to discuss economic, budgetary and social matters. 
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A project linking Parliaments
This initiative aims to increase cooperation among Parliament’s administrations and to improve technical 
and analytical knowledge of the European economic governance process, by sharing experiences and 
identifying best practices. 

Increased transparency on the economic and political decisions taken (e.g. by the Eurogroup, ECOFIN 
and the European Commission) demands adequate knowledge of the procedures and the related 
policies across all the administrations.

Appropriate scrutiny of the activities related to EU economic governance would benefit from deep 
involvement of both the EU and national levels. Improved communication and discussions among the 
parliamentary administrative staff would help to achieve common understanding and objectives of the 
semester.

Expected outcomes of the project
The objectives of this project are to:

 • Strengthen cooperation and capacity building, at administrative level, in involved Parliaments;

 • Improve the understanding of the European Semester process, through knowledge sharing and 
exchange of best practices, from both the European and the national perspectives;

 • Facilitate the setup of the network of technical experts in the national and European Parliaments on 
the European Semester process/economic governance;

 • Empower members of Parliaments to increase the political ownership of the decision taken in the 
area of the EU economic governance;

 • Provide expertise support to joint meeting under the Article 13 conference and the European 
Parliamentary Week.

This project of the he European Parliament aims at to facilitate and provide a platform for  the relevant 
staff in the EU national parliaments to achieve such common goals.
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Contact point for the project:
Kajus Hagelstam and Wolfgang Lehofer, DG IPOL, 

Economic Governance Support Unit (EGOV):  
email: egov@europarl.europa.eu

Staff-to-Staff network
on the economic consequences of COVID-19
from a Parliamentary perspective

The COVID-19 pandemic had a tremendous impact on our daily life. All Member States and the EU have 

pledged large-scale fiscal support to individuals and firms experiencing loss of income with the view 

to avoid mass layoffs. The Parliaments’ role is more vital than ever to pass emergency laws, support 

recovery measures and scrutinize government actions.

From March 2020 onwards, the staff-to-staff network has widen its tasks to discuss at technical level 

the economic consequences of the pandemic. Exchange of best practices aiming to support economic 

recovery including how to best use financial instruments at European and national level.

A virtual interactive platform has been used for sharing information and experiences on how parliament 

staff can best support parliamentarians in their work on short notice.
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